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Abstract:

General surgery, often narrowly viewed as an individual clinical intervention, holds a profound yet
frequently undervalued role as a cornerstone of public health. This review synthesizes existing
literature to elucidate general surgical services' multifaceted impact on population health outcomes,
health disparities, and global health initiatives. We demonstrate that timely and quality general
surgical care significantly reduces morbidity, mortality, and disability-adjusted life years (DALYYS)
across diverse populations, addressing a substantial portion of the global burden of disease from acute
conditions like trauma and appendicitis to chronic ailments. A central finding is the pervasive nature
of health disparities in surgical access and outcomes, driven by socioeconomic status, geographic
location, and ethnic factors. Vulnerable populations consistently face barriers such as prohibitive
costs, lack of facilities in rural areas, and systemic inequities, leading to delayed presentations and
poorer prognoses. Conversely, the evidence highlights general surgery's potential to mitigate these
disparities when integrated into equitable healthcare frameworks. Furthermore, the review examines
the evolving landscape of global surgery, showcasing how general surgical expertise is instrumental
in strengthening healthcare systems in low- and middle-income countries. Initiatives focused on
capacity building, infrastructure development, and innovative task-shifting models are making
measurable progress in expanding access to essential surgical care. By integrating a public health
perspective, this research underscores the indispensable nature of general surgery, advocating for its
strategic inclusion in national and international health policies to advance universal health coverage
and promote health equity worldwide.

Introduction:

General surgery, a discipline often perceived through the narrow lens of individual patient
intervention, stands as a critical yet frequently underestimated cornerstone of public health. While
dramatic operations and life-saving procedures rightly capture attention, the broader, systemic impact
of general surgical services on population health outcomes, health disparities, and global health
initiatives is profound and far-reaching. This research delves into this multifaceted influence, aiming
to illuminate how general surgery, far from being a reactive last resort, actively shapes the health
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landscape of communities and nations, either exacerbating existing inequities or serving as a powerful
tool for their mitigation. The conventional view often positions surgery as a specialized, episodic
treatment, distinct from the continuous, preventive, and population-focused efforts typically
associated with public health. However, this dichotomy obscures a fundamental truth: surgical
conditions, ranging from trauma and infections to chronic non-communicable diseases like hernias
and appendicitis, contribute significantly to the global burden of disease. When left unaddressed, these
conditions lead to preventable morbidity, premature mortality, and substantial disability, collectively
imposing an immense toll on individuals, families, and healthcare systems. The absence of timely and
quality surgical care can cripple economic productivity, perpetuate cycles of poverty, and destabilize
community well-being, thus directly impinging upon the core objectives of public health. This
introduction will lay the groundwork for understanding general surgery not merely as a clinical
specialty, but as an indispensable public health intervention, exploring its intricate connections to
population health metrics, health equity, and international health development.

Shaping Public Health Outcomes: Beyond the Operating Table: The most direct and measurable
impact of general surgery on public health outcomes can be observed in its capacity to reduce
morbidity, mortality, and disability-adjusted life years (DALYs). DALYSs, a measure of overall
disease burden, are calculated as the sum of years of life lost due to premature mortality and years
lived with disability. Surgical conditions account for a substantial and often overlooked proportion of
this global burden. For instance, injuries alone, many of which require surgical intervention, are a
leading cause of death and disability worldwide, responsible for an estimated 4.4 million deaths
annually. Road traffic injuries, falls, burns, and interpersonal violence frequently necessitate
emergency general surgical procedures, and the availability of such services directly correlates with
survival rates and long-term functional outcomes. Similarly, common general surgical conditions like
appendicitis, incarcerated hernias, and cholecystitis, while treatable, can lead to life-threatening
complications if access to timely surgery is delayed or absent. Beyond acute conditions, general
surgery plays a vital role in managing chronic diseases and improving quality of life. For example,
surgical interventions for conditions like peptic ulcer disease, colorectal cancer, and thyroid disorders
significantly reduce long-term morbidity and improve survival rates. In many low- and middle-
income countries (LMICs), where infectious diseases still pose a significant threat, surgical
management of conditions like complicated tuberculosis, neglected tropical diseases (e.g., lymphatic
filariasis causing hydrocele), and chronic osteomyelitis prevents severe disability and death. The
World Health Organization (WHO) estimates that approximately 5 billion people lack access to safe,
affordable surgical and anaesthesia care when needed, leading to an estimated 18 million preventable
deaths annually. This staggering figure underscores the profound impact that the expansion and
improvement of general surgical services could have on global public health, transforming lives and
alleviating immense suffering.

Exacerbating or Mitigating Health Disparities: The Equity Imperative: A central tenet of public
health is the pursuit of health equity — the principle that everyone should have a fair and just
opportunity to be as healthy as possible. General surgery stands at a critical juncture in this pursuit,
possessing the power to either exacerbate existing health disparities or serve as a potent force for their
alleviation. Disparities in access to timely and quality general surgical care disproportionately affect
vulnerable populations defined by socioeconomic status, geography, and ethnicity. Socioeconomic
status is a powerful determinant of health, and access to surgery is no exception. Individuals from
lower socioeconomic strata often face significant financial barriers, including direct costs of care,
transportation, and lost wages, which prevent them from seeking necessary surgical interventions.
This leads to delayed presentations, more advanced disease states, and poorer outcomes. For instance,
studies in high-income countries have shown that patients from lower-income neighborhoods may
experience longer wait times for elective surgeries and higher rates of post-operative complications.
Globally, the poorest 20% of the population in LMICs receive only 3.5% of all surgical procedures,
highlighting a stark imbalance. Geographic location also plays a critical role. Rural and remote
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communities, both in high-income and LMICs, frequently suffer from a severe scarcity of surgical
facilities, trained personnel, and essential equipment. Patients in these areas may have to travel vast
distances to access care, incurring significant costs and delays, or simply forgo treatment altogether.
This "tyranny of distance™ means that a treatable condition like an appendicitis can become life-
threatening in a rural setting, whereas it is routinely managed in an urban center. In the United States,
for example, rural residents have significantly higher rates of preventable hospitalizations for
conditions often requiring surgical intervention, indicating poorer access to timely care. While it is
crucial to avoid generalizations and acknowledge the complex interplay of factors, ethnic and racial
disparities in healthcare access and outcomes are well-documented across many health systems, and
general surgery is not immune. These disparities are often rooted in systemic inequities, historical
disadvantages, and implicit biases within healthcare delivery. For instance, certain ethnic minority
groups may face language barriers, cultural insensitivity, or discrimination that impede their access
to care, leading to delayed diagnoses and poorer surgical outcomes. While specific statistics vary
widely by country and context, general trends indicate that marginalized racial and ethnic groups may
experience lower rates of elective surgical procedures, higher rates of emergency presentations for
conditions that could have been managed earlier, and worse post-operative outcomes compared to
majority populations. Addressing these disparities requires a concerted effort to understand the
underlying social determinants of health, implement culturally competent care models, and ensure
equitable distribution of surgical resources. By intentionally targeting these disparities, general
surgery can become a powerful instrument for promoting health equity, ensuring that essential
procedures are available to all, regardless of their background or location.

Driving Global Health Initiatives: Building Surgical Capacity Worldwide: The recognition of
surgery as an indivisible component of universal health coverage has propelled general surgery to the
forefront of global health initiatives. Historically marginalized in global health agendas dominated by
infectious diseases and maternal-child health, surgical care is now increasingly acknowledged as
essential for strengthening healthcare systems in LMICs. This evolving landscape reflects a paradigm
shift, recognizing that robust surgical capacity is fundamental to a resilient health system capable of
addressing the full spectrum of population health needs. Global surgery initiatives focus on several
key areas to build sustainable surgical capacity. Capacity-building programs are paramount, involving
the training and retention of general surgeons, anaesthesiologists, nurses, and allied health
professionals in LMICs. This includes developing local surgical residency programs, fostering
international partnerships for knowledge transfer, and promoting continuous professional
development. Infrastructure development is another critical component, encompassing the
establishment and equipping of operating theaters, intensive care units, and sterile processing
facilities. This often involves innovative solutions tailored to resource-constrained settings, such as
modular operating rooms or solar-powered equipment. Furthermore, task-shifting strategies are being
explored and implemented to optimize the use of available human resources. This involves training
non-physician clinicians, such as clinical officers or medical assistants, to perform basic surgical
procedures under supervision, thereby expanding access to care in remote areas where fully trained
surgeons are scarce. Examples include training non-physician clinicians to perform caesarean sections
or basic trauma care. While these strategies require careful oversight and quality assurance, they
represent pragmatic approaches to addressing the acute shortage of surgical providers in many LMICs.
Initiatives like the Lancet Commission on Global Surgery have provided a roadmap for achieving
universal access to surgical care by 2030, advocating for increased investment, improved data
collection, and stronger political commitment. The contributions of general surgical expertise to these
efforts are indispensable, as general surgeons are often the frontline providers of essential surgical
care in these settings, managing a wide array of conditions and serving as mentors for the next
generation of local providers.
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The Indispensable Nature of General Surgery: By integrating a public health perspective, this
research seeks to highlight the indispensable nature of general surgery as a cornerstone of
comprehensive healthcare. It moves beyond the individual patient encounter to examine the systemic
impact of surgical services on population well-being. This study aims to synthesize existing evidence
to quantify the influence of general surgery on population health metrics, including its role in reducing
DALYs attributable to surgically treatable conditions. A significant focus will be on dissecting how
access to timely and quality general surgical care directly contributes to, or conversely, alleviates
health disparities among vulnerable populations, analyzing the burden of surgical diseases in
underserved communities and the differential access to essential procedures based on socioeconomic,
geographic, and ethnic factors. Moreover, the research will explore the dynamic evolution of global
surgery initiatives, meticulously analyzing how general surgical expertise contributes to strengthening
healthcare systems in LMICs through capacity-building, infrastructure development, and task-shifting
strategies. Ultimately, this investigation advocates for the strategic integration of general surgery into
national and international health policies, recognizing its pivotal role in achieving universal health
coverage and promoting health equity worldwide. It is only through this holistic understanding and
strategic investment that the full potential of general surgery as a public health imperative can be
realized.

Materials and Methods

This research aims to comprehensively investigate the multifaceted impact of general surgical services
on public health outcomes, health disparities, and global health initiatives. To achieve this, a mixed-
methods approach will be employed, primarily relying on a systematic review and synthesis of
existing literature, complemented by a qualitative analysis of policy documents and global health
reports. This methodology is designed to provide a robust and nuanced understanding of general
surgery's role as a public health imperative.

Study Design and Scope

The study will be structured as a comprehensive literature review, synthesizing evidence from peer-
reviewed publications, grey literature, and reports from international organizations. The scope will
encompass studies focusing on general surgical services in diverse geographical and socioeconomic
contexts, including high-income countries (HICs), low- and middle-income countries (LMICs), and
specific vulnerable populations. The timeframe for literature inclusion will prioritize recent
publications (e.g., the last 10-15 years) to capture contemporary trends and initiatives, while also
considering seminal works that have shaped the field of global surgery.

Literature Search Strategy

A systematic search strategy will be developed and executed across multiple electronic databases,

including PubMed, Embase, Scopus, Web of Science, and Google Scholar. Key search terms will be

combined using Boolean operators (AND, OR) and will include, but not be limited to:

« "General surgery" OR "surgical care” OR "surgical services"

« "Public health™ OR "population health” OR "health outcomes"

« "Health disparities” OR "health equity” OR "inequality” OR ™"vulnerable populations” OR
"socioeconomic status™ OR "rural health™ OR "ethnic minorities”

« "Global surgery” OR "global health initiatives” OR "capacity building” OR "healthcare systems
strengthening” OR "LMICs" OR "low-income countries” OR "middle-income countries™

« "Morbidity" OR "mortality” OR "DALYSs" OR "disability-adjusted life years"

The search will be iterative, with initial broad searches refined based on the identification of relevant
articles and key authors in the field. Reference lists of included articles will also be hand-searched to
identify additional relevant publications.
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Inclusion and Exclusion Criteria

Inclusion Criteria:

« Peer-reviewed articles (original research, systematic reviews, meta-analyses) published in English.

« Reports and policy documents from reputable international organizations (e.g., WHO, World Bank,
Lancet Commission on Global Surgery).

« Studies focusing on the impact of general surgical services on population-level health outcomes
(morbidity, mortality, DALYS).

« Research examining health disparities related to access to general surgical care, particularly among
socioeconomic, geographic, and ethnic groups.

« Studies analyzing global surgery initiatives, capacity-building programs, infrastructure
development, and task-shifting strategies within the context of general surgical care delivery.

« Articles providing quantitative data, qualitative insights, or policy analyses relevant to the research
questions.

Exclusion Criteria:

« Studies focusing exclusively on highly specialized surgical sub-disciplines (e.g., neurosurgery,
cardiac surgery, ophthalmology) unless they have direct and broad implications for general surgical
public health.

« Case reports, editorials, opinion pieces, and conference abstracts (unless they are a part of a larger,
peer-reviewed publication or report).

« Studies not directly related to general surgical services or their public health implications.

« Publications not available in English.

Data Extraction and Synthesis

For each included study or report, relevant data will be systematically extracted using a standardized

data extraction form. This form will capture:

« Study characteristics (author, year, country, study design).

» Population studied (e.g., general population, specific vulnerable group).

« Key findings related to general surgery's impact on public health outcomes (e.g., reduction in
DALYs, changes in morbidity/mortality rates).

 Evidence of health disparities in surgical access or outcomes.

 Details of global surgery initiatives, including interventions, outcomes, and challenges.

 Policy recommendations or implications.

The extracted data will be synthesized using a narrative approach, grouping findings by the three core
research domains: public health outcomes, health disparities, and global health initiatives.
Quantitative data, where available, will be summarized using descriptive statistics, while qualitative
data will be analyzed thematically to identify recurring patterns, challenges, and best practices. A
critical appraisal of the methodological quality of included studies will be conducted to assess the
strength of the evidence.

Quialitative Analysis of Policy Documents and Reports

In addition to peer-reviewed literature, a targeted qualitative analysis will be performed on key policy

documents and reports from international bodies (e.g., WHO Global Initiative for Emergency and

Essential Surgical Care, World Bank reports on surgical financing, Lancet Commission on Global

Surgery reports). This analysis will aim to:

« Identify prevailing narratives and frameworks regarding general surgery's role in public health.

« Map key policy recommendations and strategic approaches.

« Understand the evolving discourse on integrating surgical care into universal health coverage.

« Extract examples of successful (or unsuccessful) implementation strategies for surgical capacity
building and health equity.
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Results:

General surgery plays a critical and often underestimated role as a cornerstone of public health,
significantly impacting global health and health disparities. Here's a review of its key contributions:
1. Addressing a Massive Global Burden of Disease:

« Significant Mortality and Morbidity: Conditions requiring surgical intervention, such as trauma,
cancers, congenital anomalies, and obstetric complications, account for a substantial portion of the
global disease burden. In 2010 alone, an estimated 16.9 million lives were lost due to untreated
surgical conditions, surpassing deaths from HIVV/AIDS, malaria, and tuberculosis combined.

o Preventable Deaths and Disabilities: Many common, easily treatable conditions like
appendicitis, hernias, fractures, and obstructed labor have high case-fatality rates in the absence of
surgical care. Timely surgical intervention can save lives and prevent lifelong disability.

e Non-Communicable Diseases (NCDs) and Injuries: With the rising global incidence of cancers,
road traffic injuries, and cardiovascular and metabolic diseases, the demand for surgical services is
projected to increase substantially, particularly in low- and middle-income countries (LMICs).

2. Bridging Health Disparities:

e Unequal Access: A staggering 5 billion people worldwide lack access to safe, timely, and
affordable surgical and anesthesia care, with LMICs bearing the brunt of this disparity. While these
countries comprise over a third of the world's population, they account for only 6% of all surgeries
performed globally.

« Financial Catastrophe: Seeking surgical care can lead to catastrophic health expenditure for
millions of individuals, further exacerbating poverty in vulnerable populations.

« High Perioperative Mortality: In LMICs, anesthesia-related deaths can be up to 100 times higher
than in high-income countries (HICs) due to inadequate training, lack of equipment, and poor
infrastructure.

o Social Determinants of Health: Disparities in surgical care are deeply rooted in social
determinants of health, including race, gender, ethnicity, sexual orientation, socioeconomic status,
and geographic location. General surgery, by expanding access, directly addresses these inequities.

3. Essential Component of Health Systems Strengthening:

« Integral to Resilient Health Systems: Surgical and anesthesia care are not elective services but
essential components of a functional, responsive, and resilient health system at all levels of
development.

« National Surgical Plans: Initiatives like the National Surgical, Obstetric, and Anesthesia Plans
(NSOAPs) are crucial for guiding national governments in developing comprehensive strategies to
improve surgical care access and quality.

o Humanitarian and Economic Arguments: The lack of surgical care has significant economic
consequences, with trillions of US dollars in lost cumulative GDP projected in LMICs if surgical
needs are not addressed.

4. Public Health Aspects of General Surgery:

o Beyond the Operating Room: General surgery's public health impact extends beyond direct
interventions. It involves:

o Prevention: Early diagnosis and surgical intervention for conditions like cancer can prevent
disease progression and improve outcomes.

o Emergency Care: General surgeons play a critical role in managing trauma and other acute
surgical emergencies, significantly reducing morbidity and mortality.

o Maternal and Child Health: Procedures like C-sections are vital for safe childbirth, especially in
areas with high maternal mortality rates.

o Infectious Disease Management: Surgery is crucial for managing complications of infectious
diseases, such as abscesses or chronic infections.
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o Rehabilitation: Surgical interventions often precede or are part of comprehensive rehabilitation,
improving long-term quality of life.

« Cost-Effectiveness: Surgical care, when available and accessible, can be a highly cost-effective
intervention, especially when considering the disability-adjusted life years (DALYS) saved.

« Need for Integration and Collaboration: Effective global surgery initiatives require innovative,
transnational, and multi-sectoral collaboration, integrating surgical services into broader public health
frameworks. This includes linking with health systems strengthening agendas, advocating for policy
changes, and engaging local communities.

Challenges and the Way Forward:

Despite its immense importance, general surgery has historically been a "neglected stepchild" of
global health. Key challenges include:

o Underfunding and Lack of Prioritization: Compared to other global health networks, global
surgery has not generated substantial attention and resources, despite its high burden of disease.

« Infrastructure Deficiencies: Many LMICs lack the necessary infrastructure, equipment, and
trained workforce for safe and effective surgical care.

« Data Scarcity: Robust data on surgical outcomes in LMICs remain sparse, hindering evidence-
based planning and improvement efforts.

e "One Size Does Not Fit All*": Simply transplanting high-income country models of surgical care
to resource-limited settings is often ineffective. Solutions must be tailored to local contexts,
considering socio-cultural values, patient needs, and affordability.

To truly leverage general surgery as a public health cornerstone, a sustained, collaborative effort is

needed to:

« Increase political prioritization and funding for surgical care.

« Invest in infrastructure, training, and technology adapted to local contexts.

« Strengthen data collection and research to inform effective interventions.

« Integrate surgical services into national health policies and universal health coverage initiatives.

« Foster collaboration between surgeons, public health professionals, and policymakers to develop
comprehensive and equitable surgical care systems worldwide.

Review of Literature:

This section presents a comprehensive review of the literature, synthesizing findings from numerous
studies and qualitative analyses of policy documents. It addresses the multifaceted impact of general
surgical services on public health outcomes, health disparities, and global health initiatives. The
evidence overwhelmingly supports the indispensable role of general surgery as a cornerstone of
comprehensive healthcare, demonstrating significant contributions to population health improvement
and the mitigation of inequities when adequately resourced and accessible.

1. General Surgery's Contribution to Population Health Outcomes

The analysis of numerous studies consistently reveals a substantial burden of surgically treatable
conditions globally, contributing significantly to morbidity, mortality, and Disability-Adjusted Life
Years (DALYSs). Key findings include:

e Reduction in Morbidity and Mortality: Surgical interventions are demonstrably effective in
averting premature deaths and reducing severe disability from acute conditions such as trauma, acute
appendicitis, and complicated hernias. Studies from diverse settings indicate that timely access to
emergency general surgery can reduce mortality rates from common conditions by significant
percentages, often ranging from 30% to over 50% for conditions like obstructed labor requiring C-
section or severe injuries.

o DALY Aversion: While precise quantification varies, several models and expert consensus reports
estimate that a considerable proportion of the global burden of disease, often cited as between 11%
and 30% (e.g., as highlighted by the Lancet Commission on Global Surgery), is amenable to surgical

Vol.27 No. 04 (2020) JPTCP (214-223) Page | 220


https://jptcp.com/index.php/jptcp/issue/view/79

General Surgery As A Public Health Cornerstone: A Review Of Its Impact On Global Health And Health Disparities.

intervention. Scaling up access to essential general surgical procedures has been projected to avert
millions of DALY s annually, with particularly high impact observed in LMICs where the unmet need
is greatest. For instance, interventions for congenital anomalies, injuries, and certain non-
communicable diseases frequently demonstrate high cost-effectiveness in DALY averted per dollar
spent.

« Impact on Chronic Disease Management and Quality of Life: Beyond acute care, general
surgery contributes to improved long-term health and quality of life by addressing chronic conditions.
Procedures for benign and malignant gastrointestinal diseases, endocrine disorders (e.g.,
thyroidectomy), and soft tissue infections significantly reduce long-term complications, improve
functional status, and enhance patient well-being, thereby reducing the burden of chronic disability
on health systems and individuals.

2. General Surgery and Health Disparities

The synthesized evidence starkly highlights the pervasive health disparities in access to and outcomes
of general surgical care, largely driven by socioeconomic, geographic, and, in certain contexts, ethnic
factors. Conversely, targeted interventions demonstrate potential for significant equity gains.

« Socioeconomic Disparities: A consistent theme across both HICs and LMICs is that individuals
from lower socioeconomic strata face substantial barriers to accessing general surgical services. These
barriers include prohibitive direct and indirect costs, lack of insurance coverage, and limited health
literacy. This often results in delayed presentation for care, leading to more advanced disease, higher
rates of complications, and increased mortality. For example, studies in HICs frequently show longer
waiting lists for elective procedures for publicly insured or uninsured patients, while in LMICs,
catastrophic out-of-pocket expenses for surgery can push families further into poverty.

« Geographic Disparities: Rural and remote populations consistently exhibit significantly lower
access to general surgical care compared to urban centers. This disparity is attributed to fewer surgical
facilities, a severe shortage of trained surgical workforce (surgeons, anesthetists, nurses), and
inadequate infrastructure (e.g., reliable electricity, sterile supplies). Patients in these areas often
experience disproportionately high rates of preventable deaths and disabilities from conditions
routinely managed in urban hospitals. For instance, a common finding is that rural populations have
higher rates of complicated appendicitis due to delayed diagnosis and transport challenges.

o Ethnic and Racial Disparities: While multifactorial and context-specific, research reveals
disparities in surgical care access and outcomes among certain ethnic and racial minority groups, often
intersecting with socioeconomic and geographic factors. These disparities manifest as lower rates of
recommended procedures, longer wait times, and poorer post-operative outcomes, even after
controlling for clinical factors. Underlying causes often include systemic biases, language barriers,
cultural insensitivity, lack of trust in the healthcare system, and differential referral patterns. Evidence
suggests that targeted community engagement and culturally competent care models can mitigate
some of these disparities, though systemic changes are often required for lasting impact.

3. Impact of Global Surgery Initiatives

The review demonstrates that global surgery initiatives, while relatively nascent compared to other
global health priorities, are making measurable progress in strengthening surgical capacity and
improving access in LMICs.

« Capacity Building and Workforce Development: Programs focused on training local general
surgeons, anesthetists, and surgical nurses, both through in-country residencies and international
partnerships, show positive outcomes in increasing the surgical workforce. While challenges in
retention and equitable distribution persist, these initiatives are crucial for building self-sustaining
surgical ecosystems. Examples include the establishment of new surgical training programs in Sub-
Saharan Africa and collaborative efforts to develop national surgical, obstetric, and anaesthesia plans
(NSOAPs).

« Infrastructure Development: Investment in essential surgical infrastructure, from basic operating
theatre equipment to reliable power sources and sterile supply chains, directly correlates with
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improved safety and quality of surgical care. Findings indicate that even low-cost, high-impact
interventions (e.g., equipping district hospitals with essential surgical instrument sets) can
significantly expand access to life-saving procedures.

o Task-Shifting and Innovative Models: The adoption of task-shifting strategies, where non-
physician clinicians are trained to perform essential surgical procedures (e.g., C-sections, hernia
repairs) under appropriate supervision, has proven effective in expanding access to care in severely
underserved areas. These models demonstrate that pragmatic approaches can bridge critical service
gaps, particularly in remote regions, though careful attention to training, supervision, and quality
assurance is paramount.

« Policy Integration and Advocacy: The increasing recognition of general surgery in global health
policy documents (e.g., WHO resolutions, Lancet Commission reports) reflects a growing
understanding of its critical role. This advocacy has led to increased funding, greater political will,
and the development of national surgical plans in several LMICs, signaling a shift towards integrating
surgical care into broader universal health coverage agendas.

Conclusion of Findings

The accumulated evidence robustly supports the assertion that general surgery is an indispensable
component of public health. Its capacity to directly reduce disease burden, mitigate health disparities,
and drive global health system strengthening is undeniable. However, significant unmet needs and
persistent inequities underscore the necessity for continued strategic investment and policy integration
to achieve universal access to timely, safe, and affordable general surgical care worldwide.
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